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Deputy Minister Gleicke opens the Ministry of Economic Affairs and Energy's 21st Innovation Day for 
Small and Medium-Sized Enterprises, Date: May 22, 2014 

The Parliamentary Deputy Minister with the Federal Ministry for Economic Affairs and Energy and 
Federal Government Representative for new states, small and medium-sized enterprises, and tourism, 
Iris Gleicke, opened the Ministry of Economic Affairs and Energy's 21st Innovation Day for Small and 
Medium-Sized Enterprises today in Berlin. More than 300 innovative small and medium-sized 
enterprises, as well as research institutions, from across Germany presented the results of their research 
and development projects made possible by federal government support. 

Deputy Minister Gleicke: "Strong small and medium-sized enterprises provide a decisive advantage in 
international competition. Our successful German small and medium-sized enterprises are highly valued 
abroad and stand above all for innovation and quality. For this reason, in the context of our innovation 
policy, we support small and medium-sized enterprises with funding strategies specially tailored to the 
needs of strongly innovative small and medium-sized businesses. The Central Innovation Program SME 
(ZIM) is particularly effective in the new German states, which are 40% above average in their use of the 
available funds." 

The Ministry for Economic Affairs and Energy supports the capacity for innovation in small and medium-
sized enterprises with market-oriented funding offers. ZIM is a well-proven and very successful support 
program for small and medium-sized enterprises and is intentionally designed to be open to technology 
and accessible to all fields of research and development. The Collaborative Industrial Research (IGF) 
division completes the spectrum of innovation support offered by the Ministry for Economic Affairs and 
Energy with pre-competitive research for small and medium-sized enterprises.  

In the context of the established tradition at Innovation Day, Deputy Minister Gleicke recognized four 
enterprises for the outstanding economic results of their projects.  

The winners are: 

 First Prize: Ovesco Endoscopy AG, Tübingen (Baden-Württemberg) for the development of an 
innovative clip system for endoscopy.  

 Second Prize: AGG Anlagen- und Gerätebau GmbH, Potsdam (Brandenburg) for the 
development of a combined bogie mount and measuring stand for rail vehicles.  

http://www.bmwi.de/DE/Service/Veranstaltungen/dokumentationen,did=616666.html
http://www.bmwi.de/DE/Service/Veranstaltungen/dokumentationen,did=616666.html
http://www.bmwi.de/DE/Themen/Technologie/innovationspolitik.html
http://www.bmwi.de/DE/Themen/Technologie/innovationspolitik.html
http://www.bmwi.de/DE/Themen/Technologie/Innovationsfoerderung-Mittelstand/technologieoffene-projektfoerderung.html
http://www.bmwi.de/DE/Themen/Technologie/Innovationsfoerderung-Mittelstand/technologieoffene-projektfoerderung.html
http://www.bmwi.de/DE/Themen/Technologie/Innovationsfoerderung-Mittelstand/vorwettbewerbliche-forschung,did=377402.html
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 Third Prize: Datron AG, Mühltal (Hessen) for the development of a space- and resource-
optimized high speed milling machine, "DYNAsource". 

The special prize for a trade went to the Tischlerei Eigenstetter GmbH, Rehna (Mecklenburg-
Vorpommern) for the development of an automated production technique for wooden products with 
surfaces with multiple curves.  

The Finance Minister from the Canadian province of Alberta, Mr. Doug Horner, was also present at 
Innovation Day this year, together with a delegation. The bilateral cooperation between Alberta and 
Germany is of great importance for small and medium-sized enterprises in both countries.  

Minister Doug Horner: "In an increasingly globalized world, transnational cooperation is the key to 
ongoing innovative activities. Through the continuing collaboration between Alberta and Germany, we 
can further build upon our strong cooperative foundation and accelerate innovation."  

Following the joint ZIM-Alberta call for applications, which closed in January 2014, 12 project proposals 
were submitted. Of these, four cooperative projects involving six companies and two research 
institutions could be supported. The next call for applications with Alberta opens today (May 22, 2014) 
and will have a closing date of September 19, 2014.  

Calls for applications are also currently running with South Korea, Spain, France, Great Britain and 
Finland. 

Further information can be found at http://www.zim-bmwi.de/zim-overview and at 
http://www.bmwi.de/EN/root.html.  

(Translation by Dr. Katelyn Petersen, GCCIR) 
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